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English Literature continued

Career Pathways

Studying English Literature nurtures the transferable skills of analysis and communication which are
invaluable to most careers. Contrary to popular belief, teaching is not the main occupation of English
Literature students. Many of our former students now pursue rewarding careers in publishing, print
journalism, broadcasting and law. Others have gone into general management, research, consultancy and
the public services.

UNIT ASSESSMENT FORMAT WEIGHTINGS & MARKS

AS UNIT 1 Internal assessment: two pieces 40% AS
20% A Level

AS UNIT 2 External examination (2 hours): 60% AS
Section A - open book 30% A Level
Section B - closed book

A2 UNIT 1 External examination 50% A2
(2 hours): Section A - extract provided 25% A Level
Section B - closed book

A2 UNIT 2 External examination (2 hours): 500 A2
Section A - extract provided
Section B - closed book

25% A Level

Geography

Examination Board: CCEA

Why study Geography?

Geography is relevant, stimulating and interesting.
Whether you just want to broaden your
knowledge, plan to continue your studies through
further education, or use this course to start your
career - this course will provide you with the
opportunity to gain transferable skills such as
communication, teamwork, analysing,
investigation, IT and map reading.

Geography involves the study of people and
places. Physical, human, economic, social, moral
and environmental aspects are studied at local,
national and global scale.

AS and A2 Geography develops essential
knowledge and understanding of the variety of
human and physical environments, an
understanding of some of the relationships
between people and their environment, the
multiple use of the environment and its constantly
changing nature.

‘A" level Geography develops a range of skills
including the ability to analyse problems, make
informed decisions, and skills in data collection,
presentation, analysis, interpretation and
evaluation through practical fieldwork. Students
are encouraged to become responsible members
of the community and to appreciate and respect
the environment in which they live.

What topics will I study?

AS UNITS:

AS Unit 1 - This unit has two sections. In Section A
you will learn how to collect data first hand from
physical and human environments by using
equipment, surveys or questionnaires and use this
information to provide a written report. In Section
B you will study physical processes and systems
and human interaction with them. This will be
through a range of scales and in a range of places.
The focus will be on rivers, ecosystems and
weather.

AS Unit 2 - This unit is divided into two sections.
Section A will focus on data collection and
processing. In Section B you will study human
processes, systems and outcomes. This unit will
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study various aspects of population; rural and
urban environments; and development.

Through both of the AS units you will learn how to
analyse and interpret maps and other imagery as
well as how to develop your data processing skills
such as drawing annotated sketch maps.

A2 UNITS:

A2 Unit 1This unit has two sections. In Section A,
there are three optional units from which you
choose two.

Option A: Impact of Population Change, Option B:
Planning for Sustainable Settlements, and Option
C: Issues in Ethnic Diversity.

In Section B, you will have the opportunity to
investigate global issues and debates that relate to
our sustainable future. In this section there will be
four themes and you will be required to study one
of them which will include undertaking fieldwork
using primary data collection techniques.

A2 Unit 2 There are two sections in this unit.
Section A has three optional units from which you
will choose two.

Option A: Fluvial and Coastal Environments, Option
B: The Nature and Sustainability of Tropical
Ecosystems, and Option C: The Dynamic Earth.

Section B is a decision-making exercise which will
take the form of a case study with a variety of
resources. You will then use the skills and
techniques you have developed to evaluate the
results of analysis and through examining this
information, consider alternative choices.

Type of Assessment

AS 1 - Physical Geography (including fieldwork
skills)

Worth 50% of AS 25% of A level

1 hour 30 minutes external examination paper and
will include an assessment of fieldwork. Available
in the January and summer series

AS 2 - Human Geography (including skills and
techniques)

Worth 50% of AS 25% of A level

1 hour 30 minutes external examination and will
include an assessment of skills and techniques.
Available in the January and summer series.
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Geography continued

A2 1 - Human Geography and Global Issues
Worth 25% of A level. 1 hour and 30 minutes external examination paper
Available in the January and summer series.

A2 2 - Physical Geography and Decision-Making
Worth 25% of A level. 2 hours and 30 minutes external examination paper.
Available in the summer series.

What can I do with a qualification in Geography?
Studying Geography will also help you gain a greater understanding of, for example, people and places,
weather systems, tourism, global energy and sustainable development.

This course can help you to develop a wide range of skills that are attractive to employers. An example
would be that it can help to develop your skills in investigating, collating and evaluating information and
being able to contribute to important debates on the current issues facing our world today.

You may just wish to study Geography for your own personal interest, but if you wish to continue the
study of Geography at degree level, you will need to complete the full A level course comprising the two
units at AS together with the two at A2

Many of the topics or issues that you will study will be reported in the media, for example,
environmental concerns such as volcanoes, pollution, flooding, earthquakes and global warming. This
close link between studying Geography and what is going on in the world around you could lead you
perhaps to a career in environmental work or with an aid agency.

Many geography students go on to have successful and interesting careers such as urban planners,
cartographers, GIS specialists, climatologists, environment managers, weather forecasters, researchers,
teachers, demographers or in environmental management.
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Government & Politics

Examination Board: CCEA

What is Government
and Politics about?

This is the study of political systems
in Northern Ireland, GB and the
USA. It also involves the study of
political thinking.

AS and A2 Government and Politics
develop essential knowledge and
understanding of politics.This course
concentrates on developing skills

rather than knowledge. Students look

at motivation behind action and develop
ways to arque their case. Much of the
work will be carried out through group
discussion which can be reported orally
or in written form.

What topics will I study?

AS units:

Unit 1: The Government and Politics of NI
Unit 2: The British Political Process

A2 Units:
Unit 3: Comparative Government UK and USA
Unit 4: Political Power

How will I be assessed?
School based assessment is by:
essay writing;
presentation;
group work;
reqular trial examination.

Exam assessments by four written examinations

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?

The course develops communication skills, both oral and written, but students do need to have a
good understanding of English.
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Health and Social Care

Examination Board: CCEA

What is this subject about?

This is an exciting course if you are interested in working with people. The content is varied and ranges
from promoting quality care; communication in care settings; promoting good health; complementary
therapies; caring for the elderly; understanding human behaviour; anatomy and physiology in practice;
mental health issues.

How will I be assessed?

You will be assessed by a mixture of internally assessed portfolio assignments and external assessment in
the form of written examination papers. Itis anticipated that those following this course will undertake their
work experience placements in a care setting.

Are there any particular qualities or skills I should have to study this course?

You should enjoy working with others, communicating orally and in written form, planning your own
learning and meeting deadlines.

To what kind of careers can it lead?

A GCE in Health and Social Care can offer you the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding
that provide a broad educational basis that will advantage you when entering into employment or higher
education within the health and social care sector. The specifications examine the structures which exist
within Northern Ireland in the health and social care sectors and explore issues which have regional,
national, European and global dimensions.

This course provides a pathway to degree level study in the caring professions and to working with people.
It is useful for all kinds of careers as the key skills of communication, analysis and diagnosis are inherent
in the content. Those interested in careers such as nursing, radiography, midwifery, counselling, social
work, teaching, policing or paramedical work may find this course of particular interest and help. Those
considering the study of Biology or HE may find this a particularly complementary course.
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Unit Content and Assessment Information

AS Unit 1 - Promoting Positive Care - This unit provides you with the opportunity to examine how legislation
impacts upon the rights and responsibilities of clients and carers. It focuses on how practices within one
health, social care or early years setting promote the positive care of clients and how staff in the chosen
setting apply the principles of the Care Value Base. Internal Assessment involves a written report on the
chosen setting.

AS Unit 2 - Communication in Care Settings - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn and practise
communication skills. You will observe communication skills in a care setting and carry out two interactions.
Internal assessment involves a written report on the chosen setting.

AS Unit 3 - Health and Well Being - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn about health and well
being and the factors which affect it.

You will learn about:
- concepts related to health and well-being;
factors affecting health and well-being;
health promotion and the approaches used;
organisations which contribute to the promotion of health and well-being;
the importance of recognising and challenging negative attitudes and prejudices.

Assessment - 2 hour external examination.

A2 Unit 8 - Monitoring Body Systems - This unit gives you the opportunity to carry out a practical
investigation in which you will monitor the physiological status of two individuals, exhibiting good practice.
You will examine the structure, function and control of the two body systems that you have monitored. You
will also investigate the diagnosis and treatment of an illness/disease. Internal assessment involves a
written report of your investigations.

A2 Unit 9 -Providing Services - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn about the way in which health,
social care and early years services are organised.

You will undertake a 2 hour external examination based on pre-release material which will be made
available 8 weeks prior to the examination.

A2 Unit 10 - Health Promotion - This unit gives you the opportunity to plan, implement and evaluate a small
scale health promotion activity which you may carry out individually or in a small group. You will investigate
the reasons behind health campaigns and identify regional and local health promotion priorities. Internal
Assessment involves a written report of your activity.

Summary:

The GCE Health and Social Care specifications provide:

- a combination of AS and A2 Units;
an applied vocational dimension;
opportunities to enable progression for study at further and higher education, training and employment;
opportunities to enable students to apply their knowledge in realistic Health and Social Care contexts;
opportunities for the development of the transferable skills necessary in a changing and dynamic
working environment.
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History

Examination Board: CCEA

What is History about?

The study of events, actions of individuals and
thinking of others in the past.

AS and A2 History develop essential knowledge and
understanding of History.

This course concentrates on developing skills rather
than knowledge. Students look at motivation behind
action and develop ways to arque their case. Much
of the work will be carried out through group
discussion which can be reported orally or in written
form.

What topics will I study?

AS units:

Unit 1:  England 1520-1570

Unit 2:  Spain and Europe 1556-1592

A2 units:

Unit 3:  Anglo-Spanish Relations 1509-1609
Unit 4:  England 1570-1603

How will I be assessed?
School based assessment is by
(A) Essay writing

(B) Presentation

(0) Group work

Regular Trial Examinations in Year 13 and Year 14.
Exam assessments by four written examinations.
The course develops communication skills, both oral

and written, but students do need to have a good
understanding of English.
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Home Economics

Examination Board: CCEA

What i1s Home Economics about?

GCE Home Economics focuses on the health and
well-being of people in their everyday lives. The
course will help enable you to address increasingly
complex challenges related to human needs and the
management of resources to meet those needs.

The AS (Advanced Subsidiary)/A2 structure of this
GCE means you can study for the AS level award,
completing units AS 1 and AS 2, and then decide if
you wish to continue to A2 level where you will
complete the two additional units: A2 1 and A2 2.
This will lead to an award for the full Advanced GCE.

Why study GCE Home Economics?

The course will enable you to develop and
demonstrate your knowledge, understanding and
skills of factors which impact upon us as humans -
for example, resource management to meet human
needs in a diverse and ever changing society; rapid
technological changes and the growth of scientific
knowledge and understanding.

What do I need to be able to take

this course?

A good standard GCSE in Home Economics (or
equivalent) is useful and desirable but not essential.
A genuine interest in current social and consumer
issues and an enthusiasm for learning will help you
in this course.

What will T study?

Unit AS 1 Nutrition for Optimal Health
You will study micro and macro-nutrients and other
dietary constituents:
- Protein

Fat

Carbohydrate

Vitamins

Minerals

Micro-minerals

NSP

Water

This unit will also look at nutritional considerations
through the life span.

Unit AS 2 Priority Health Issues

You will study current research in relation to diet and
health, mental health and sexual health. This unit
will also cover targets, strategies, initiatives and
campaigns for optimizing health.

Unit A2 1 Consumer Issues

Focuses on the main consumer issues in today’s
society:
- food safety issues;

ethical issues;

financial management issues;

consumer information;

consumer protection and redress.

Unit A2 2 Research-based assighment

You choose a research area from any of the other 3
units (AS 1, AS 2 or A2 1) and produce a report of no
more than 4,000 words.

What can I dowith a qualification in Home
Economics?

This GCE course provides a solid foundation for
higher education courses in Home Economics, other
related subjects and for a range of careers in areas
such as dietetics, hospitality, leisure, teaching, food
management and supply, food technology and
consumerism.

How will I be assessed?

Assessment involves students demonstrating
knowledge and understanding of the specified
content, applying knowledge and critical
understanding to problems and issues arising from
familiar and unfamiliar contexts. It includes analysing
problems, issues and situations using appropriate
skills and evaluating issues and arguments from a
range of sources and using these to support
informed judgements.

AS 1 Nutrition for Optimal Health

- 50% of AS 25% of GCE

One examination (1 hour 30 minutes)
AS 2 Priority Health Issues

- 50% of AS 25% of GCE

One examination (1 hour 30 minutes)
A2 1 Consumer Issues - 25% of GCE
One examination (2 hours)

A2 2 Research-based assignment

- 25% of GCE

4,000 word research-based assignment
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ICT

Examination Board: ccea

What is ICT about?

Developing an understanding of the main principles
of solving problems using ICT.

Developing an understanding of the range of
applications of ICT and the effects of their use.
Developing an understanding of the organisation of

computer systems including software, data, hardware,

communications and people.

Acquiring the skills necessary to apply this
understanding to developing computer-based
solutions to problems.

What will I study?

The AS is the first part (year one) of the full (two years)
Advanced GCE course and is assessed at a standard
appropriate for candidates who have completed half of
the full Advanced GCE course.

How will I be assessed?

UNIT ASSESSMENT
AS UNIT 1 2 hour external
Components Examination paper
of ICT
AS2 Internal Assessment
Developing of 2 compulsory tasks
ICT Solutions
A21 Internal Assessment
Information of Examination paper
Systems
A2 2 Int [A t
Approaches n emfa ssessmen
to Systems of 3 project

Development

WEIGHTINGS & MARKS

The A2 is the second part (year two) of the full (two
years) Advanced GCE course and is assessed at a standard
appropriate for candidates who have completed the full
Advanced GCE course.

The full Advanced GCE comprises the AS and the second
half of the Advanced GCE course referred to as A2.
However, the AS can be taken as a standalone
qualification without progression to A2.

The A2 is assessed at a standard appropriate for
candidates who have completed a full A level course and
includes an element of synoptic assessment.

The Advanced GCE award will be based on the
aggregation of the marks from the AS (50%) and the A2
(50%) examined over two years. An A* will be awarded
to the candidates who attain an overall grade A in the
qualification and an aggregate of at least 90% of the
uniform marks across the A2 units.

AVAILABILITY

40% AS January and Summer

20% A Level

60% AS
30% A Level

Summer only

50% A2
25% A Level

January and Summer

50% A2
25% A Level

Summer Only

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?
The AS course builds on, but does not depend upon, the knowledge, understanding and skills developed

through a programme of study in GCSE ICT.

It would be advantageous to have studied ICT to GCSE level and preference will therefore be given to those

students who have ICT at GCSE level.

To what kind of careers can this course lead?

Th|s specification takes into consideration opportunities for progression to:
career paths that lead to professional ICT management;
career paths that relate to the responsible use of ICT involving the management of people;
people-orientated and socially aware fields of study; specialist academic study of IT/computer systems;
advanced study of modern technology-based systems.
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Mathematics

Examination Board: ccea

What is Mathematics about?

Mathematics is about the study of
patterns in shapes and numbers.

There is an emphasis on the ability to
reason logically and use Mathematics

as an effective means of communication.

AS and A2 further develop the knowledge
and problem-solving skills acquired in
GCSE Mathematics and Additional
Mathematics. These skills and techniques
are used to model and solve real life
problems. At this level you should begin
to appreciate the relationships between [ S
different areas of Mathematics and realize the
relevance to other subjects and areas of work. |

What topics will I study?
AS units:

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics: indices, surds, quadratic algebra, graphs and their transformations, coordinate
geometry of straight line, basic differentiation

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics: coordinate geometry of the circle, sequences, trigonometry, logarithms, basic
integration

Unit 3: Mechanics: equations of motion, Newton's laws, friction, equilibrium, moments, impulse and
momentum

A2 Units:

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics: rational functions, further graph transformations, trigonometric
identities, parametric and Cartesian forms of curves, exponential functions, further differentiation,
numerical methods

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics: functions, further trigonometry, differential equations, techniques of integration,
vector algebra

Unit 3: Mechanics: vectors and mechanics, vector calculus, variable acceleration, projectiles, circular motion,
work, energy and power

How will I be assessed?

The method of assessment will be by a 1% hour written examination in each of the modules. Each module will
be equally weighted.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course and towhat kind
of careers can it lead?

You should have good numerical and problem-solving skills and you will also need a strong understanding of
algebra. Finally, you should already enjoy Mathematics!

An A level in Mathematics will be essential for careers in Mathematics, Physics or Engineering and would also be
useful if considering a career in architecture, accountancy, business, economics, finance or computer programming.
It can also be used, together with other sciences, when considering a biological or medical career.
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Further Mathematics

Examination Board: ccea

What is Further Mathematics about?

This allows you to take a second Mathematics A level. This is an extension of the material covered in AS and A2
Mathematics and is particularly suited to able mathematicians who wish to become highly proficient in this
subject. Further Mathematics provides an excellent background for further study in Mathematics, Physics and
Engineering. It is also designated as a “desirable” subject for some highly competitive university courses in
Economics.

What topic will I study?

AS/A2 Units
Unit 1:  Further Pure Mathematics: matrices, groups, coordinate geometry of circle, complex numbers

Unit 2: Further Pure Mathematics:series, induction, coordinate geometry of parabola and ellipse, further complex
numbers, differential equations

Unit 3: Statistics: Collection and presentation of data, measures of average and dispersion, probability, discrete
and continuous probability functions, binomial, poisson and normal distributions

Unit 4: Further Pure Mathematics: integration, hyperbolic functions, vector geometry

Unit 5: Mechanics: Centres of mass, relative velocity, elastic strings, further work, power and energy, simple
harmonic motion

Unit 6: Mechanics: Further centres of mass, systems of forces, frameworks, dimensions, universal law of
gravitation, further circular motion, Newton'’s law of restitution.

Various combinations of 3 of these units will be awarded an AS. All 6 units are required for an A2 award.

How will I be assessed?

The method of assessment will be by a 1 % hour written examination in each of the modules. Each module will
be equally weighted.

Students who were Northern Ireland runners-up in the Mathematics Team Competition at QUB.
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Modern Languages
(French, German, Spanish)

Examination Board: ccEa

French, German and Spanish are all available in the College. The content of all three subjects is broadly similar
and those studying two languages will find a useful overlap in ideas.

What are A level Languages about?

Advanced level Languages study is about further developing ability to communicate in and understand French,
German and Spanish. It also provides the opportunity to learn about the society and culture of the countries where
these languages are spoken.

What topics will I study?

AS topics include

Relationships - family life and pressures, working parents, personal relationships, young people’s problems.
Health and Lifestyle - diet & exercise, drugs, smoking, dealing with stress, interests , travel.

Young People in Society - friendship, school, future career, media, religion.

A2 topics include

Citizenship - equality, discrimination, poverty, immigration, conflict, multiculturalism.
Environment - conservation, pollution, energy.

How will I be assessed?
There is no coursework element. Students are assessed in the four skill areas: speaking, listening, reading and
writing. There are two units at both AS and A2 level and the final mark for A2 is the total gained over all units.

Unit 1: Speaking
AS - 3 presentation drawn from the topics: a general conversation relating to the candidate’s life and interests.
A2 - a discussion on a film/ region/culture/ historical period; a general conversation.

Unit 2:
(i) Listening
(i) Reading comprehension
(iii) AS - translation into English
A2 - translation into the language
(iv) AS - an essay on one of the topics

A2 - one essay on a novel/play

Are there any particular qualities or skills I should have to study this course and to what
kind of careers can it lead?

AS Language Studies build on the knowledge and skills achieved at Higher level GCSE and a good standard is
recommended.

Modern Languages are a vital skill in a global market. They can enhance employment prospects if added to other
skills and expertise e.qg. teaching, interpreting, tourism, hospitality, business, industry, finance, politics, law and ICT.

89



90

www.portadowncollege.com

Moving Image Arts

Examination Board: ccea

What is Moving Image Arts about?
Moving Image Arts is the study of films and filmmaking through the process of making your own short live action
film or animation. Moving Image Arts is a combination of all other art forms (performance, musical, visual, physical,
lyrical, textual). This subject aims to develop imaginative, creative, and expressive skills through the use of a range
of professional software used in the industry.

Moving Image Coursework is hands on. Candidates create a short live action film or animation at AS and A2 and
produce materials to support their production. They will experiment with various filmmaking techniques and
styles. Candidates will analyse film sequences, past and present, and will sit an on-line theory exam.

What topics will I study?

AS units:

Unit 1: Creative Production: Foundation Portfolio
Unit 2: Critical Response

A2 Units:

Unit 3: Creative Production and Research: Advanced Portfolio
Unit 4: Critical Response and Specialisation

How will I be assessed?

MODULE % of AS % OF FULL GCE
AS AS1 (Coursework) 70 35
50% AS 2 (Exam) 30 15
A2 A2 1 (Coursework) 70 35
50% A2 2 (Exam 30 15

Music

Examination Board: ccea

What is Music about?

AS and A2 Music develop essential knowledge and
understanding of the many aspects of Music. Pupils
have opportunities to develop composition and
performance skills to a higher level and study several
topics in more depth, looking at the social and cultural
context to works and composers. At AS level five set
works are studied for the aural perception paper
alongside a more in depth appreciation of the various
periods of music. Works not specifically studied will
also be assessed in the examination.

What topic will I study?

The following areas will be studied over the course of
two years:

Performance

Composition

Music for Orchestra 1700-1900
Music for Solo Piano 1825-1890
English Secular Music 1580-1600.

AS UNIT 1 (64% of AS, 32% of AL, 192 marks in total)
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Howwill I be assessed?

Composition is project-based, submitted in April and
examined by CCEA. Performance is assessed by an
external examiner from CCEA in school. Candidates
should note that grade 6 standard pieces are required
for AS level and grade 8 standard pieces are required
for A2. Aural perception is a listening examination held
in the music room or a suitable venue. The written
examination consists of one short score question and
one essay question examined with other candidates in
the examination hall.

Two units (or modules) are studied for AS and a further
two are studied for A2.

Two options (A OR D) will be made available for AS music Unit 1.

OPTION A Core Solo or ensemble performance and viva voce 5-8 mins 120 marks
+ composition task and commentary 1.5 - 2 mins 72 marks
OR
OPTION D Core composition task and commentary 2.5 -3 mins 120 marks
+ solo or ensemble performance and viva voce 3-5 mins 72 marks
AS UNIT 2 (36% of AS, 18% of AL, 108 marks in total)
This consists of an Aural Perception Test and a Written Examination.
AURAL PERCEPTION TEST 1 HOUR 54 MARKS

3 questions on unfamiliar music, 1700-present

1 question on music related to Music for Orchestra 1700-1900
1 question on one or more set extracts from Music for Orchestra 1700-1900

SET EXTRACTS from Music for Orchestra:
Bach: Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 in F, 1st movement
Mozart: Symphony no. 40 in G minor, 1st movement

Haydn: Symphony no. 94 in G (Surprise), 2nd movement
Beethoven: Violin Concerto in D op. 61, 3rd movement
Dvordk: Symphony no. 5 in E minor (from the New World) op. 95, 2nd movement
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Music continued

WRITTEN EXAMINATION 1 HOUR 15 MINS 54 MARKS
Short score extract from Music for Orchestra 1700-1900 (27 marks)
1 essay question (27 marks) on a chosen Area of Study
(Area of Study: Music for Solo Piano 1825-1890)
A2 UNIT 1 (30% of AL, 180 marks in total)
Two options (A OR D) will be made available for A2 music Unit 1. .
OPTION A Core Solo or ensemble performance and viva voce 10-12 mins 112 marks
+ composition task and commentary 2-3 mins 68 marks
OR
OPTION D Core composition task and commentary 3-4 mins 112 marks
+ so0lo or ensemble performance and viva voce 5-8 mins 68 marks
A2 UNIT 2 (20% of AL, 120 marks in total)
This consists of an Aural Perception Test and a Written Examination.
AURAL PERCEPTION TEST 1 HOUR 60 MARKS

2 aural perception questions on unfamiliar music, approx. 1450-present

1 contextual-style aural question on unfamiliar music, requiring an extended answer highlighting aspects of
style, form, genre, period etc.

2 aural perception question on set extracts from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century (Compulsory Area of
Study)

SET EXTRACTS from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century:

Debussy: Prélude a L'apres-midi d'un faune

Stravinsky: Overture, Gavotte and Vivo from Pulcinella Suite (1949 rev. edn)

Bartok: Concerto for Orchestra, 4th movement

Bernstein: Cha-cha, Meeting Scene and Cool from Symphonic Dances from West Side Story.

WRITTEN EXAMINATION 1 HOUR 30 MINS 60 MARKS

Short score extract from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century (30 marks)
1 essay question (30 marks) on a chosen optional Area of Study
(Area of Study: English Secular Music 1580-1600).

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course and towhat kind
of careers can it lead?

Students wishing to study Music will be expected to develop research skills, show independence of thought and
an ability to work on their own and with others. Meeting deadlines is an essential part of Music, especially with
regard to performances and composition. Good communication skills are also vital with respect to performance.
Students studying Music should have a general love of music which should be evident through involvement in
extra-curricular activities both inside and outside of school.

Career opportunities are wide ranging due to the skills developed through the study of Music. Music strengthens
one’s ability to listen critically, evaluate, research, appreciate the value of context, write, analyse, apply technology,
compose, present and perform. All these skills are transferable to many careers not specifically related to Music
(e.g. research based careers, administration). Specific music related careers include performing, composing,
arranging, arts administration, concert hall management, promotion of the arts, recording industry, music therapy,
classroom teaching, peripatetic teaching, television and radio presenting and researching.

Music Technology

Who is this course aimed at?

Music Technology is attractive to students who:
have an interest in music performing, arranging and
composing with technology as a tool;
are interested in learning how to record their own
compositions using software, electronic instruments
and recording equipment;
are interested in working in the recording, sound
engineering or popular music fields.

Entry Requirements

For this course, it is most desirable that you have
completed GCSE music with a grade B or above.
Alternatively, it would be advantageous for students to
have keyboard playing proficiency to Grade 3 or above
and to have both music reading and listening skills. It is
therefore recommended that students have
competently achieved Grade 4 music theory and Grade
3in a practical instrument. It would be advantageous
for students to have keyboard playing proficiency to
Grade 3 or above.

What will I study?

Music Technology is a practical and rigorous subject in
which you will learn how to:
produce performances using sequencing software
(Logic) in a range of popular music styles (e.g. RnB,
Synth Pop);
make high quality recordings using digital
workstations, appropriate microphones and quality
sound recording equipment in our new recording
studio;
learn how to utilise technology to assist and
enhance composing and arranging;
to appreciate and evaluate the use of technology in
a musical context since 1910, including popular
music genres throughout the decades.
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How will the learning take place?

Portadown College encourages initiative, creative input,
problem solving and investigative skills. The Music
Technology course meets these aims through:

theoretical studies and demonstrations;

group work in workshops;

individual IT projects;

structured listening;

research and essay writing;

mini-projects and coursework portfolios.

How is Music Technology Assessed?

The full Music Technology course has twao units per year.
UNIT 1 AS Music Technology Portfolio 1

This coursework consists of three tracks based on
popular music genres: a sequenced performance using
keyboard playing, a multi-track recording and a song
arrangement. Each unit has a time limit and must be
completed under supervised conditions.

UNIT 2 AS Listening and Analysing

This consists of a 105 minute examination examining
musical and technological elements in popular music
styles from 1910 onwards.

UNIT 3 A2 Music Technology Portfolio 2

This coursework builds upon the skills acquired in Unit
1. Students will again complete three recorded music
tracks: a sequenced integrated performance, a multi-
track recording and a composition.

UNIT 4 A2 Analysing and Producing

This unit takes the form of a 2 hour examination and
will allow students to demonstrate their knowledge of
Music and the principles of Music Technology through a
series of written commentaries, manipulations and
production tasks using material provided on an
examination paper and recorded on an audio CD.

AS COURSE: 1ST YEAR AS WEIGHTING A- LEVEL WEIGHTING
UNIT 1 Coursework Portfolio 1 of 70% 35%

3 tracks
UNIT 2 Listening and Analysis 30% 150

A2 COURSE: 2ND YEAR A- LEVEL WEIGHTING
UNIT 3 Coursework Portfolio 2 of 3 tracks 30%
UNIT 4 Analysing and Producing 20%

Career Pathways

Because Music Technology develops many skills, the course provides useful experience for students wishing to
study related subjects in higher education such as sound engineering, technology, ICT, Music and teaching. The
A Level Music Technology course has the support of higher education institutions for those wishing to study
Music Technology and Sound Recording and Production at a degree level.
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Physics
Examination Board: ccea

What is Physics about?

Physics explores questions like how did the universe start?
How will it end? What is a black hole? Is time travel
possible? If you have an enquiring mind, always asking why
things happen, then Physics will help you find the answers.

It forms the basis of most modern technologies and holds
the future to global well-being. There is a wide range of
careers for which Physics provides a good initial training,
many of them using the methodology of Physics: the
logical approach, the ability to build and test models and
the numerical and problem-solving skills, which are
inherent in a Physics student. The more obvious career
directions for a Physics student include academic and
industrial research, working in Physics-based industries
such as electronics, alternative energy development or
communications, and the critical and growing area of
Medical Physics. Physicists are also in demand, particularly
for their analytical skills, in the City in a range of financial,
fund management and research roles, in the law, in
management consultancy, as weather forecasters,
computer programmers and, in @ major shortage area, as
Physics and Science teachers.

Entry requirements for AS Physics

As well as having at least a grade B in GCSE Physics or DA
Science, due to the mathematical nature of many aspects
of the course, it is essential that potential students have
at least grade B in GCSE Mathematics at Higher Level
with GCSE Additional Maths also being desirable.

“GCSE Foundation Level Mathematics in NOT a suitable
platform for progression into the study of Advanced
Level Physics.

AS and A2 Physics develop essential knowledge and

understanding of:

- AS - forces, motion, projectiles, momentum, energy,
electric current and voltage, circuits, resistance and
the potential divider, medical physics, practical work.
A2 - momentum, energy, gases, oscillations and
waves, fields, capacitors, magnetic effects, electron
physics, nuclear physics, nuclear fusion and particle
accelerators, practical work.

What topics will I study?

AS Units

Unit AS1: Forces, Energy and Electricity

Unit AS2: Waves, Photons and Medical Physics
Unit AS3: Practical Techniques

A2 Units

Unit A2 1: Momentum, Thermal Physics, Circular Motion,
Oscillations & Atomic and Nuclear Physics

Unit A2 2: Fields and their Applications

How will I be assessed?

AS 1&2 1hr 30min written paper - 37% of AS & 18.5% of
final A Level mark each.

AS 3 Practical 1hr 30min practical test = 26% of AS &
13% of final A Level mark.

A2 1 & A2 2 1hr 30min written paper - 37% of A2 & 18.5%
of final A Level mark each.

A2 3 Practical 1hr 30min practical test - 26% of A2 & 13%
of final A Level mark.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I
should have to study this course and to
what kind of careers can it lead?

About one third of all Physicists work in public service
industries, one third in private industry and one third in
secondary and higher education. Some Physicists work on
problems at the frontiers of knowledge; others tackle the
challenging problems which arise in the application of
physical ideas to industrial and engineering problems -
offering personal satisfaction as great as that from work in
'frontier' physics. If you want to go for the best paid jobs,
according to a survey of members of the Institute of
Physics, the highest paid sectors are finance,
telecommunications and the electrical industry.

The following is a list of typical sectors where physicists
are found:

Research and Development
Medical Physics

Astronomy and Astrophysics
Geophysics

Meteorology

Finance

Teaching

Entry to most degree courses requires 2/3 A levels (or a
suitable combination of A and AS-levels) including Maths
and Physics. Since there is a shortage of applicants, grade
requirements in some universities are not high but all
departments will consider good grades in Mathematics to
be equally important to good grades in Physics. Additional
qualifications in Mathematics may be an advantage in
gaining a place on a Physics course. Your future matters.
So, if you have an enquiring mind, enjoy a challenge and
like solving problems, give yourself the best chance by
studying Physics - the subject of the future. From the
smallest part of the human body to the great clusters of
galaxies, Physics helps us to understand how our world
works. The applications, like the career opportunities, are
infinite. Employers today actively seek out people who can
prove their ability to think logically, understand complex
ideas and apply them to the real world. Whether you want
to pursue a career in Science, the media, education,
business or a host of other fields, Physics can help give you
the edge.
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Religious Studies

Examination Board: Edexcel

What is Religious Studies about?

AS and A2 Religious Studies aim to develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, a rigorous study of religion. Students will
develop understanding of the principal methods by which religions and spirituality are studied.

What topics will I study?
AS Unit 1: Religious Studies- Foundations: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

AS Unit 2: Religious Studies- Investigations:  The Study of Philosophy of Religion
AS Unit 3: Religious Studies- Developments: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

AS Unit 4: Religious Studies- Implications: ~ The Study of Philosophy of Religion

How will I be assessed?

Unit 1 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Unit 2 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 15 minutes.
Unit 3 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Unit 4 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 15 minutes.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?
Religious Studies students should enjoy thinking, reading and writing about issues. The ability to debate, discuss and

analyse will enhance achievement in this subject.

'To what kind of careers can it lead?
The study of this subject can lead to law, journalism, teaching, research, religious life and public services.

Below: A stained glass window photographed on the Religious Studies trip to Rome.




96

www.portadowncollege.com

Sport and Physical Education

Entry Requirements:

GCSE Grade A is recommended in Physical
Education. Alternatively, GCSE Grade A in Biology
(triple award), together with a genuine interest
in sport (i.e. you must be presently playing
competitive sport on a reqular basis) are also
accepted.

Course Units:

AS Level

Unit 1 PHED 1

Opportunities for, and the effects of, leading a
healthy and active lifestyle.

Unit 2 PHED 2
Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as a
performer and/or in an adopted role/s.

AS Level

Unit 3 PHED 3

Optimising performance and evaluating
contemporary issues within sport.

Unit 4 PHED 4
Optimising practical performance in a
competitive situation.

How will I be assessed?

Unit 1: 60% of AS Level, 30% of A level
unit 2: 40% of AS Level, 20% of A level
uUnit 3: 30% of A level

Unit 4: 20% of A level

Why choose Physical Education?
This specification builds on the students” experience from GCSE to enhance their knowledge and increase their
understanding of the factors that affect performance and participation in Physical Education. The qualification
should equip students with skills and knowledge required for higher education or the world of work.

The specification offers students the opportunity to experience and develop an interest in a variety of roles in
sport such as performer, official and/or leader/coach at AS and then be able to specialise in one at A2.

The content of the course will address current contemporary topics in sport such as the impact in the use of
ergogenic aids, technology and the increasing commercialisation of sport.

Portadown College Prospectus 2011-12

Travel & Tourism

Examination Board: AQA

What is Travel and Tourism about?

Travel and tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries, with over two million people employed in
tourism-related industries in the UK. This course enables students to gain an understanding of key pathways in
the travel and tourism industry. This includes developing knowledge of travel and tourism terminology, tourist
destinations, business theory and the interactions between tourists and their environment.

What topics will I study?

AS Travel and Tourism
Module 1 - Inside Travel and Tourism
This unit introduces you to travel and tourism and develops an overview of the travel and tourism industry and
associated organisations. The topics studied include:
defining travel and tourism and the main types of tourism;
factors that have led to the development of the tourism industry;
different sectors of the travel and tourism industry;
relationships within the travel and tourism industry.

Module 2 - Travel and Tourism - A People Industry
This unit introduces you to customer service as provided by travel and tourism organisations. It helps you
understand how important training and induction are in preparing staff to provide customer service. It will give
you an opportunity to investigate aspects of customer service in a chosen travel and tourism organisation. The
topics studied include:

how new staff are inducted into a travel organisation;

customer service role-plays;

product knowledge required by employees;

evaluating skills needed to deliver good customer service.

Module 3 - Travel Destinations
This unit is about main travel destinations in Europe and North America. You will be able to locate where the
popular destinations are and identify the main transport routes and travel times to these places. You will also have
the opportunity to consider the advantages and disadvantages of a variety of travel options for different types of
tourists. Topics studied include:

a range of tourist destinations;

research skills;

tourist generating and receiving areas;

tourist appeal;

different types of transport.

The nature of the course is that in order to understand the travel and tourism industry, students must actively
experience the environment. This will be achieved, where possible, through visits to external organisations, outside
speakers and trips.

How will it be assessed?

One third is examination based and the other two thirds are based on portfolio work throughout the year.
Module 1 - This is assessed by a two hour examination that contains short-answer and extended answer
questions. It is worth 90 marks and makes up a third of the total AS marks.

Module 2 - This is assessed by a coursework portfolio on a selected travel and tourism organisation. It is worth
60 marks and makes up a third of the total AS marks.

Module 3 - This is assessed by a coursework portfolio comparing different travel destinations. It is worth 60 marks
and makes up the remaining third of the total AS marks.
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Travel & Tourism continued

A2 Travel and Tourism
A2 Travel and Tourism builds on the skills developed at AS level. It is split into three further units each worth a
third of the marks available at A2 level.

Unit 8 - Travel and Tourism Project

This is a portfolio assessed unit. In this unit students have the opportunity to work as part of a team to plan and
carry out a real travel and tourism project. It involves organising a travel excursion to a destination of choice.
Students plan, research, cost and time-manage the project and complete a portfolio based on the business plan,
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involvement, feasibility and evaluation of the project. ; P o G ’] . |
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Unit 9 - Travel and Tourism - People and Quality i F ' - 2 I
In this unit students will learn about the ways in which travel and tourism organisations manage customer service "y TR : I "

delivery. It will involve visits to a range of travel and tourism industries looking at how customer service is '
delivered, health and safety, the law and dealing with complaints. It is assessed in a pre-release examination

paper.

L

Unit 10 - Current Issues in Travel and Tourism

This is a portfolio assessed unit. In this unit students will learn about issues that are current and are affecting travel
and tourism at the time of study. An in-depth investigation of one issue is completed evaluating its impact on
travel and tourism and the industry’s responses to it.

Are there any particular qualities or skills I should have to study this course?

The course is designed to stimulate interest and enjoyment whilst allowing students to develop independent
learning skills. Students will be encouraged to plan, execute and evaluate their own work. As a result of this,
skills and qualities such as initiative, organisation, problem-solving, teamwork skills, communication skills, ICT
skills, the ability to research and work independently and to meet deadlines will be of use in studying this course.

What careers can it lead to?

A wide range of careers will be open to students studying this course. Some examples include:
careers within the travel and tourism industry e.q. travel agents, conference planning, resort representatives; Students on the Art/RE trip to Rome in December 2010.
business management;
marketing, personnel, customer service;
careers within hospitality, leisure, retail, media or finance.

&
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Destinations

Admissions sub-criteria

Most of our young people go on to Further Education. Here is a list of the most popular courses: Should there be more applications at any time than places available the following sub-criteria will be applied
- Medically Related Science to identify the students to be admitted in the following order:-

Business

Engineering 1. Brother/sister in attendance at Portadown College.

ICT and Computing L :

English 2. Eldest child in the family.

. ) ) " ) 3. Brother/sister previously attended Portadown College.
AHl_gh Standard of Achl_e.vemer.lt at’A Level “_qth Careérs _Support _ 4. Initial letter of surname (as entered on birth certificate) in the order set out below:-
There is no doubt that the transition to third level education is made easier if students have applied to
appropriate courses and their grades in August match the offers which universities have made. EMYKTSLMacZQOGNAMCIHFVPRWDBCUJX
. o . ‘ . . 5. In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial letter the subsequent letters of the surname

When results are published, a specialist Careers team is here to support students in clearing or deferring will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical order of
applications. The vast majority of our students make this transition seamlessly; however, it is reassuring for the letters of the forenames (as entered on birth certificate) will be used.

them o know support and expertise is at their disposal. 6  If applicants are still tied after this then priority will be determined amongst them by a method of

computerised random selection capable of leaving a clear audit trail.

j February  Prospectus 2011-2012 available. The prospectus will be distributed to all local secondary schools

Students wishing to transfer to Portadown College for Sixth Form courses should contact the Principal. 2011 without a Sixth Form. Students at any school may phone and request a copy and this will be sent out.
Interested students will be invited to visit the College on the Open Day. 23rd March 2011 - 2.30-3.30 pm OPEN AFTERNOON

April 2011 Students asked to return completed application forms by end of April 2011.

Criteria for Admission after GCSE (16+) May 2011  Students who have submitted an application form will be called for an informal chat about their
interest in Portadown College’s Sixth Form.
Students wishing to transfer to Portadown College for Sixth Form Courses should contact the Principal. August 2011 GCSE Results available: Thursday, 25th August 2011 }
Interested students will be invited to visit the College on the Open Day. Thursday 25th August 2011 -2.00-4.00 pm: external applicants to confirm results.
Thursday, 1st September 2011: Portadown College to confirm offers to students subject to DENI and
Admission will be based on: SELB approval if in excess of approved enrolment numbers.

Evidence of academic attainment based on externally validated examinations. A minimum of 3 Grade B
and 5 Grade C GCSE passes are required (“the Minimum Academic Criteria”). It is preferable to have GCSE
grades A/B (or equivalent) in those subjects to be taken at Advanced Level.

Availability of places in chosen subjects or courses.

The admissions criteria for admission after GCSE will be applied by the Principal on behalf of the Board of
Governors. Students who are currently members of the College and who have attained the Minimum
Academic Criteria will be offered places in preference to students from other schools. Students from other
schools who meet the Minimum Academic Criteria will be offered places on the basis of rank order of
achievement in descending order based on total points (A* = 4 points, A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1
point) and their entry is subject to places being available and / or the Principal requesting additional places
from DENI with the support of the Southern Education and Library Board.

Applications from students with qualifications other than GCSE will be assessed on the basis of GCSE
equivalence where possible.

The information in this prospectus is correct at time of publication and may be subject to change.
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